
Elements of Science Elements of Science 

FictionFiction



Science FictionScience Fiction

•• DefinitionDefinition::

–– A story about the A story about the futurefuture, based on guesses , based on guesses 

by the author of how the author thinks the by the author of how the author thinks the 

future will be.future will be.

•• Example: robots, space travel, interplanetary Example: robots, space travel, interplanetary 

war, invasions from outer spacewar, invasions from outer space



Science FictionScience Fiction

–– A type of A type of fantasyfantasy, BUT imaginary , BUT imaginary 

elements may be possible elements may be possible in the in the 

futurefuture based on scientific lawsbased on scientific laws

•• Improbable made possibleImprobable made possible



SettingSetting

•• often set in the often set in the 

futurefuture or some or some 

alien universealien universe

•• May be set in May be set in 

outer spaceouter space



PlotPlot

•• sciencescience is an is an 

integral part of integral part of 

the storythe story

•• usually describes usually describes 

events that are events that are 

based on some based on some 

scientificscientific or or 

technologicaltechnological ideaidea



PlotPlot

•• time/space traveltime/space travel

•• life on other life on other 

planetsplanets

•• environmental environmental 

changeschanges



CharactersCharacters

•• aliensaliens

•• robotsrobots



ExamplesExamples

•• The Ear, the Eye and the ArmThe Ear, the Eye and the Arm by Nancy Farmerby Nancy Farmer

•• A Wrinkle in TimeA Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine by Madeleine L'EngleL'Engle

•• The GiverThe Giver by Lois Lowryby Lois Lowry

•• The Great Interactive Dream MachineThe Great Interactive Dream Machine by Richard by Richard 
PeckPeck

•• CyberstormCyberstorm by Gloria by Gloria SkurznyskiSkurznyski

•• The Night the Heads CameThe Night the Heads Came by William by William SleatorSleator

•• The Hunger GamesThe Hunger Games by Suzanne Collinsby Suzanne Collins


