Oedipus Rex Study Guide Questions

Lit Terms
Tragic Hero: 
Hubris: 
Vocabulary
supplication (16)-- 
petition (17)-- 
pestilence (17)—
insoluble (20)—
excommunicated (22)—
suppliants (24)— 
obstinate (25)— 
instigation (29)—
evasion (44)

reproach (51)

1. What is the situation in Thebes at the beginning of the play?

2. What news does Creon bring to Oedipus?

3. According to Creon, what happened to the former king, Laius?

4. What does Oedipus decide to do about the former king’s death?

5. Who is Teiresias? Why does Oedipus send for him?

6. What are the rumors about Laius’s death?

7. Why is Creon upset with Oedipus?

8. Why doesn’t Creon want to be king?

9. What does Oedipus accuse Creon of? What is Creon’s punishment for this crime?

10. According to the Oracle, how was Laius supposed to die, and how was this prevented?

11. What does Oedipus realize after Queen Jocasta, his wife, tells him where King Laius was killed?

12. What one word will save Oedipus from being guilty of killing King Laius? Why?

13. Why is Queen Jocasta happy to hear the news about King Polybus?

14. How did King Polybus die? How was he supposed to die? 

15. Why would one of King Laius’s servants have a baby tied up at its ankles?

16. Why is Queen Jocasta upset about the messenger’s story? Why doesn’t she want Oedipus to send for the other servant?
17. Why does Oedipus realize that he has been “sinful in my begetting, sinful in marriage, sinful in shedding of blood!” (45)?

18. Why does Oedipus punish himself instead of killing himself?
19. What does Oedipus ask of Creon and why? Who is he most concerned about?

20. What is the moral of the story?
